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A Critique of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 1985 Regional
Transportation Plan
Abstract
The 1985 Regional Transportation Plan of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (Plan
Report No. 5) is one of the most detailed and informative reports published to date by a transportation
planning agency. The Report reflects several advances in urban transportation planning procedures made
by DVRPC. Nevertheless, the Report does contain a number of very serious deficiencies.
In an attempt to make a constructive contribution to transportation planning in the Delaware Valley
Region, the authors of this Critique analyze these deficiencies and propose general and specific
improvements for the Transportation Plan.
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SUMMARY
The 1985 Regional Transportation Plan of the Delaware Val ley Regional
Planning Commission (Plan Report No. 5) is one of the most detailed and
informative reports published to date by a transportation planning agency. The
Report reflects several advances in urban transportation planning procedures
made by DVRPC. Nevertheless, the Report does conta i.n a number of very
serious deficiencies.
In an attempt to make a constructive contribution to transportation
planning in the Delaware Valley Region, the authors of this Critique analyze
these deficiencies and propose general and specific improvements for the
Transportation Plan. The most important findings and recommendations of
this Critique are:
1. The recommended public transportation plan is unacceptable since
it was improperly conceived and incorrectly evaluated throughout the planning
process. Even with the recent additions of rapid transit lines in New Jersey,
the Plan is inadequate for the Region's needs through 1985. A major short
coming of this plan is the lack of significant improvements in the central
cities.
2. The plan evaluation procedw-es applied in the Report contain
several errors. Necessary improvements in these procedures are; inclusion
of all system costs that can be estimated (e.g. parking), limiting the role of
benefit-cost analysis, and correct application of standard methods.
3. The traffic projection procedures are inadequate for multi-modal
transportation planning, and should be improved so that predicted traffic
volumes will be consistent with the assumed travel times.
4. The recommended freeway network raises certain questions with
respect to physical design, operationa 1 feasibility, and compatibility with
arterials , local streets and parking facilities. These aspects of the highway
plan should be tested in more detail.
5. The scope of the transportation plan is extremely narrow. It
neglects the consideration of better utilization of existing facilities and
improvement of operating practices; it even omits the question of plan objec
tives, as for example, adoption of a minimum level of service for all income
groups and parts of the Region, and the effect of transportation on the growth
potential of the central business districts .
As the responsible public agency, DVRPC should perform the necessary
revisions of the Plan; based on a broader view of the transportation problems and
solutions, it should take initiative in the planning of a transportation system
which will adequately seive all the citizens of the Region.
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